Influenced by this opinion as well as by other considerations of like import that hare occurred to me from time to time, and which will be more fully disclosed hereafter, I have come to the conclusion that the doctrine usually held on the subject of suicide is erroneous, and to give effect to this belief is the object of this little paper. "What that doctrine is we need not stop to inquire, so universal has been its acceptance ; 'tis proclaimed daily, from the housetop, by (he juries and newspapers of our country, and medical men even are not always proof against a weakness, which would appear to have acquired by prescription the force of an axiom. It no doubt saves trouble, but only, as I venture to believe too often at the expense of truth, and it is, I think, time to inquire if this sacrifice is either justifiable or called for in the interests of science or morality. I think not, and my determination to write upon the point has been stimulated by the account of a suicide and the consequences to which it led, that appeared in one of the occasional notes of the Pall Mall Budget for June the 16th last. In the account in question it is stated that a man named Fuller, " who was a police pensioner, and who for many years, had been a green-grocer, some time ago had a severe fall, after which his intellect became impaired. At times he was very violent, and his wife, being afraid of her life, applied to the parochial authorities, and got a warrant," for his apprehension. " Subsequently he was sent to the House of Detention in order that the surgeon might ascertain the state of his mind.
The surgeon accordingly reported that nothing was the matter witli him. Fuller, however, "Wiggings are so common in regimental circles, they vary so much from the ponderous official which begins with a ' Sir, I have the honor to report,' and ends with a 'Sir, I have the honor to remain,' to the tiny chit in which the equivocal dear is allowed to figure, on I suppose the lucus a non lucendo principle, that a sensible man does not much mind them. But then the military mind is often more susceptible than sensible, and so we find it rushing at times into extremes. Guided by a standard which the mass of mankind either ignore or despise, it aims at effects which few outsiders would care to attain, and is disturbed by considerations that others would regard as of no account. Everything about the soldier is factitious or artificial, he is so much accustomed to look for guidance to others that he ceases to cultivate his own sense of self-control, and seniority generally carries its own justification along with it?hence the susceptibility which finds quarrel in a straw when honor i3 at stake, and hence the fiery ardour that cannot brook the slightest imputation of incapacity or cowardice. To assume, however, that the officers named above were actually insane at the time, and under the circumstances disclosed within, would, though it be the most charitable explanation of their actions, still be little better than a libel on their memory, and the same may be said of the poor fellow who shot himself at Kossimbazar, as well as of that too touchy Frenchman who hung himself, on receipt of an angry letter from his father, before his own door.
The conduct of the little Danseuse and her two other erring sisters is not so easily explained, for a premeditated suicide seems to be much more foreign to the shrinking nature of woman than it does to the sterner character of man, and she has resources in her tears, which are often denied to him. But the whole thing is so dramatic, smells, in other words, so much of the footlights and the buskin, as to lead to the suspicion that she was acting a part and that she calculated on opposition or resistance to the very last. However that may be, no such plea can be alleged on behalf of her sisters in affliction. They were neither of them in need of any adventitious excitement or diversion ; they had not the excuse of rejected love, or the mortification of a betrayed confidence, on the contrary, both were married and on affectionate terms with their husbands, and one at least was a mother. 
